Sexual activity and satiety over an extended observation period in prairie voles (Microtus ochrogaster).
This study was designed to delineate the course of sexual satiation in prairie voles (Microtus ochrogaster). Fourteen male-female pairs were allowed to copulate freely for 24 hr under continuous observation. Copulations occurred predominantly during the first few hours and decreased in frequency thereafter. The mean number of ejaculations per pair was 5.6 (range, 2-9). Two thirds of the ejaculations occurred during the first 3 hr, and over 90% took place within the first 7 hr after the first intromission. No ejaculations were observed during the last 8 hr. These results suggest that male capacity to deliver ejaculations to a female is limited and that direct observations reveal a more limited capacity than observations made with time-lapse videotape.